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PREFACE 

It  is  with  the  greatest  salisfactioii  that  I  take  the 
opportunity  of  writing  a  few  words  of  introduction 
to  Mr.  A.  E.  Guniey's  pamphlet.  TJie  author  has 
given  to  the  British  puhlic  a  most  accurate  and  at 
the  same  time  a  very  vivid  account  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  former  Polish  Commonwealth,  a  nation 
which  notwithstanding  its  indisputable  right  to 
existence,  the  world  at  large  appears  to  have 
forgotten. 

What,  then,  was  this  Commonwealth,  which  120 
years  ago  had  to  yield  to  superior  forces,  whose 
very  name  was  struck  out  from  the  map  of 
Europe  ? 

It  was  a  first-class  political  Power,  extremely 
original  in  its  structure,  and  in  respect  of  its  con- 
stitutional arrangements  and  progressive  policy 
much  ahead  of  tlie  other  continental  States. 

To  Great  Britain  alone  and  to  her  constitutional 
development  Poland  mnst  yield  a  place  ;  hut  though 
the  Polish  Commonweallh  did  not  possess  such  a 
well -organized  State  machinery  as  this  country,  yet 
she  herself  worked  out  quite  independently  her 
own  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  her  limitations  of  the 
royal  prerogative,  a  scheme  of  popular  legis- 
lation, etc. 

The  real  greatness  of  the  Commonwealth  was  not 
in  the  extent  of  her  territories,  which  nevertheless 
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occupied  a  great  part  of  the  Mid-European  plain, 
but  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  union 
of  the  different  nationalities  incorporated  on  her 
territory  was  a  voluntary  one.  Since  the  fourteenth 
century  Poland,  which  had  no  natural  eastern 
boundaries,  grew,  not  by  way  of  conquests  and 
annexations,  but  through  federations  and  voluntary 
unions.  The  rich  and  healthy  Polish  State  attracted 
other  nationalities,  which  desired  the  benefit  of 
constitutional  liberties,  and  absorbed  Western  civili- 
zation, which  again  radiated  in  return  from  Poland 
far  beyond  her  own  frontiers.  In  the  fourteenth 
century  Red  Ruthenia  (part  of  Galicia  and  Volhynia 
of  to-day)  and  Lithuania  joined  Poland,  in  the 
fifteenth  century  Ducal  Prussia,  and  in  the  sixteenth 
Masovia  and  Livland  followed  their  example,  while 
Moldavia,  Curland,  and  Brandenburg  (later  Kingdom 
of  Prussia)  acknowledged  her  sovereignly.  These 
new  provinces  joined  Poland  as  autonomous  units, 
but  they  soon  fell  under  the  influence  of  her  higher 
civilization.  The  inhabitants  of  the  new  territories 
clamoured  for  the  introduction  "  of  the  good 
Christian  and  liberal  laws  of  the  Polish  Kingdom." 
Owing  to  the  voluntary  and  complete  adoption  of 
the  Polish  social  structure  by  these  other  nation- 
alities, they  all  assumed  a  uniform  character  and 
formed  a  single  Res  publica  extending  from  the 
Baltic  to  the  shores  of  the  Black  Sea. 

The  Poles  were  the  creators  of  this  State  and 
cemented  together  its  different  parts.  The  other 
nations,  the  Lithuanians,  the  Germans,  and  numer- 
ous Eastern  Slavonic  nationalities,  the  Armenians 
and  the  Tartars,  took  up  the  Polish  civilization  with 
its  progressive  ideas.     They  undertook  along  with 
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the  Poles  the  great  historical  task  of  the  Common - 
wealth-viz.  the  defence  of  the  West  agiiinst  tiie 
East.  In  this  free  and  federal  Stale  everybody 
spoke  and  wrote  in  whatever  language  lie  wished.' 
Education  made  great  prograss.  Side  by  side  with 
this  political  process,  another  development  of  a 
sociological  character  was  going  on  also  and  was 
amalgamating  all  tlie  dill'erent  racial  elements  of 
the  Commonwealth  into  one  national  whole.  We 
know  of  a  similar  process  in  history.  The  Romans 
ruled  in  (lallia  during  five  centurie.s  and  (iallia  was 
Romanized.  But  this  was  not  the  result  of  a  policy 
of  forcible  denationalization,  as  is  so  often  the  case. 
It  was  due  to  the  higher  development  of  Roman 
civilization.  If  we  bear  in  mind  that  Rome  was  a 
centralizing  Slate,  while  the  Polish  Commonwealth 
Wiis  highly  decentralized,  we  shall  appreciate  still 
more  the  value  of  this  process  of  natural  amalga- 
mation and  of  the  ideas  of  equality  and  justice  on 
which  it  was  based.  The  results  of  the  union  far 
outgrew  the  hopes  of  its  founders.  The  amalgama- 
tion was  the  result  of  the  common  sacrifices  and 
endeavours  of  the  population  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  it  was  strengthened  by  the  constant  and  un- 
shakable will  which  such  common  sacrifices  pro- 
duce. In  this  way  there  grew  up  the  idea  of 
common  citizenship  in  a  common  State.  This  can 
be  seen  even  in  those  who  could  have  had  the 
support  of  another  State,  as  was  the  case  of  the 
German    burgesses    of    Dantzig,    who    nevertheless 

'  In  the  greater  part  of  tlie  Eastern  territory  White 
Ruthenian  was  the  official  language,  but  in  time  its  use  was 
given  up  quite  naturally  in  favour  of  Polish  without  any 
pressure  from  the  Government 
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remained  faithful  to  the  Commonwealth  till  the 
very  end. 

This  process  of  amalgamation  would  have  been 
carried  on  had  it  not  been  for  the  external  pres- 
sure of  enemies  and  for  tlie  internal  dissensions 
brought  about  by  the  general  disintegration  of 
Europe. 

The  love  of  the  great  Polish  mother  country 
mingled  with  the  very,  blood  of  her  sons,  and 
remained  equally  strong  after  the  fall  of  the 
Commonwealth.  We  see  the  astonishing  fact  that 
a  desire  for  the  reconstruction  of  their  famous 
State  which  had  made  the  happiness  of  so  many 
previous  generations  never  ceased  in  any  of  its 
former  territories.  In  1794,  1806,  1812,  1831,  1846, 
1848,  and  1863  the  struggle  for  liberty  was  carried 
on  within  all  these  ancient  boundaries.  And  to-day 
the  Poles  Who  are  living  in  the  midst  of  other 
nationalities  which  have  preserved  their  own  lan- 
guages regard  these  other  peoples  as  sons  of  the 
same  miotherland. 

The  last  National  Polish  Government  (1863-4), 
which  appeared  at  a  time  when  in  some  parts  a 
feeling  of  ethnographic  dissimilarity  began  to  be 
felt,  solemnly  proclaimed  that  the  ancient  prin- 
ciple of  "  freedom  and  equality  "  should  be  pre- 
served for  ever,  and  should  always  be  the  basis  of 
the  Polish  State. 

These  high  traditions  still  continue  in  the  hearts 
of  all  true  sons  of  the  Commonwealth. 

LUDWIK   JANOWSKI. 


THE    POPULATION    OF 
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The  extensive  territories  which,  up  to  the  year 
1772,  conslituled  the  Commonwealth  of  Poland  are 
inhabited  by  several  distinct  nationalities,  the 
majority  of  which  belong  to  the  Slavonic  race. 
Among  them  all  the  Poles  are  by  far  the  most 
numerous. 

The  Poles  are  of  medium  height,  and— especially 
in  the  northern  territories— of  slighter  build  than 
the  members  of  other  Slavonic  nations,  but  they  are 
generally  of  more  harmonious  proportions.  This 
lends  them  an  air  of  distinction  which  appears 
to  raise  them  above  the  other  nations. 

The  majority  of  the  Poles  are  fair-haired,  and 
the  predominating  colour  of  the  eyes  is  light  blue 
or  grey.  Most  of  the  men,  especially  among  the 
upper  classes,  are  handsome,  and  the  women  are 
frequently  of  exceptional  beauty. 

The  people  are  active,  ardent,  courageous,,  and 
chivalrous,  and  hospitality  and  charity  are  their 
chief  virtues. 

Their  disposition  is  gay  and  impulsive,  and  they 
are  inclined  to  be  dreamers— these  traits  have  found 
expression  in  Polish  poetry  and  art,  as  well  as 
in  the  music  of  the  people. 

The  Poles  are  an  exceptionally  gifted  people,  and 
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the  nation  has  produced  men  of  genius  in  every 
walk  of  life :  Polish  military  leaders,  statesmen, 
scientists,  poets,  musicians,  painters,  etc.,  are  among 
the   greatest    the   world    has   known. 

The  country  watered  by  the  Vistula  and  its 
tributaries  is  the  cradle  of  the  Polish  nation,  which 
spread  thence  in  all  directions,  until  its  territories 
extended  from  the  Oder  to  the  Dnieper,  and  from 
the  Baltic  to  Roumania,  and  it  came  to  be  one 
of  the  most  powerful  and  most  highly  civilized  of 
European  nations. 

The  density  of  population  varies  very  consider- 
ably in  different  parts  of  the  Polish  territories. 
It  is  highest  in  Galicia,  where— in  the  districts 
around  Cracow— as  many  as  648  inhabitants  to  the 
square  mile  are  to  be  found,  and  lowest  in 
White  Ruthenia,  especially  in  Polesia,  where  their 
numbers   drop    as   low   as    47   to   the   square  mile. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  actual  numbers 
of  the  various  nationalities  inhabiting  the  territories 
of  the  former  Commonwealth,  as  the  Powers  by 
which  Poland  was  partitioned  do  not  compile 
impartial  statistics  on  the  matter.  The  difficulty 
of  obtaining  reliable  figures  is  increased  by  the 
circumstance  that  the  Russian,  Austrian,  and 
Prussian  authorities  employ  different  methods 
in  the  compilation  of  statistics.  All  three 
classify  the  population  according  to  their  language, 
but  whereas  the  Austrian  authorities  consider  the 
language  actually  spoken  by  given  persons,  in  their 
daily  intercourse,  as  deciding  their  nationality,  the 
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Russian  and  Prussian  aulhorilies  classify  the 
inhabilunls  according  lo  Ihcir  paternal  Iaii«,niage. 
Eurlliermore,  tlic  lUissian  statistics  have  a  separate 
rubric  lor  Ihc  Jews,  but  the  Prussian  and  Austrian 
have  not. 

Where  the  Poles  are  concerned  the  hmguage 
spoken  by  the  people  can,  in  most  instances,  be 
taken  as  a  reliable  indication  ol"  Ihcir  nationality  ; 
but  this  does  not  always  apply.  The  historic 
connection  existing  bclween  the  Polish  nation  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  has  created  a  feeling 
of  "  religious  nationality  "  in  some  of  the  people. 
Thus  the  Poles  living  in  Ruthenia,  for  instance, 
consider  that  even  though  they  adopt  the  language 
of  the  people  among  whom  they  live,  they  do  not 
lose  their  nationality  as  long  as  they  retain  their 
"  Polish  "   faith. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  among  the  Poles 
numerous  Protestants,  Uniats,  Jews,  and  even 
Mohammedans.  The  majority  of  these  non- 
Catholic  Poles  are  of  Polish  origin,  the  others  have 
been  assimilated,  and  although,  in  many  cases,  they 
do  not  employ  the  Polish  language  in  their  daily 
intercourse,  they  none  the  less  consider  themselves 
Poles. 

It  will  be  understood  that  under  the  circumstances 
the  figures  given  in  the  following  pages  cannot  chiiiu 
to  be  absolutely  accurate.  Being  the  results  of 
patient  researches  and  calculations  carried  out  by 
eminent  Polish  scientists,  they  can,  however,  be 
safely  accepted  as  in  no  way  biased  or  exaggerated. 


GERMAN    POLAND 

The  Polish  territories  now  forming  parts  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Prussia  consist  of  the  provinces  of 
Posen  and  West  Prussia,  and  parts  of  East  Prussia, 
Pomerania,  and  Silesia. 

In  the  Grandduchy  of  Posen  a  perpetual  conflict 
is  going  on  between  two  nationalities  —  the 
indigenous  Polish  and  the  immigrant  German. 
The  Germans  have  been  numerous  in  these  parts 
even  before  the  partitions  of  Poland,  and,  under 
the  fostering  care  of  the  Government,  they  have 
since  then  greatly  increased,  also  becoming  more 
powerful   and   aggressive. 

The  Poles  represent  about  65  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  population  of  the  province,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  efforts  of  the  Prussian  authorities  to 
the  contrary,  their  relative  numbers  are  not 
diminishing  anywhere,  and  in  most  districts  are 
steadily  increasing. 

The  proportion  of  Germans  (about  34  per  cent.), 
on  the  other  hand,  is  declining  in  spite  of  all  efforts 
of  the  authorities  to  augment,  or  even  only  maintain, 
their    numbers    by    introducing    German    officials, 
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encouragiiif?  the  immigration  of  scllicrs  from  liie 
interior  of  Germany,  ele.  There  is  a  steady 
oulllow  of  Germans  from  this  province  to  the 
agriculturally  less  developed  western  portions  of 
the  kingdom,  which  more  than  counterbalances 
those   endeavours. 

The  proportion  of  the  Poles  is  highest  in  the 
parts  of  the  Duchy  l)ordering  on  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland,  but  the  districts  where  they  are  in  the 
majority  are  constantly  increasing.  The  best 
illustration  of  their  power  of  resisting  the  Prussian 
policy  of  extermination  is  the  fact  that  during  the 
term  of  twenty  years — from  1890  to  1910 — liie 
territory  with  a  Polish  majorit^'^  increased  by  about 
850  square  miles. 

The  majority  of  the  Poles  inhabiting  this  province 
are  Roman  Catholics,  while  the  Germans  are — with 
relatively  few  exceptions— Protestants.  The  I^olish 
Protestants  inhabit  the  southern  districts  of  Uie 
province,  and  among  them  cases  of  Germanization 
have,  from  time  to  time,  occurred  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  considerable  numbers  of  German  Catholics 
have  become   l^olonized. 

The  Jews,  who  in  1831  represented  G  7  per  cent, 
of  the  entire  population,  are  steadily  decreasing, 
their  relative  numbers  having  fallen  to  1-3  per 
cent. 

The  Poles  of  the  Duchy  form  a  separate  political 
party,  and  in  times  of  elections  vote  unanimously 
for  the  Polish  candidates,  with  the  exception  of 
a  small   percentage   who   belong   to   the  Socialists. 


14  THE    POPULATION    OF 

In  East  Prussia  the  southern  districts  were 
occupied  by  the  Poles  from  very  early  times,  and 
numerous  Pohsh  settlements  were  to  he  found 
scattered  about  in  a  northerly  direction  right  up 
to  the  shores  of  the   Baltic  Sea. 

Being  unorganized  they,  in  many  cases,  easily 
fell  under  the  influence  of  the  German  settlers,  who 
had  the  powerful  organizations  of  German  knights 
at  their  backs.  Their  conversion  to  Protestantism, 
at  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  helped  still  further 
towards  the  denationalization  of  the  Poles  in  East 
Prussia,  by  bringing  them  under  the  Germanizing 
influence  of  the  Lutheran  clergy.  The  Prussian 
authorities,  too,  spare  no  pains  in  their  endea- 
vours to  erase  the  consciousness  of  their  Polish 
nationality  from  the  minds  of  the  people  ;  going 
to  such  ridiculous  extremes  as  officially  calling 
them  "  Masovians  "—as  if  the  tribal  name  pre- 
cluded the  wider  national  one  of  "  Poles  " — 
and  calling  the  Polish  language  the  "  Masovian  " 
language. 

In  these  circumstances  it  is  not  astonishing  that 
in  some  districts  of  East  Prussia  the  percentage 
of  the  Polish  population  is  decreasing.  Rather  is 
it  surprising  that  the  Poles  should  still  hold 
extensive  areas  of  the  province,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  they  have  no  leaders,  and  that  Church, 
School,  and  Government  conibine  in  endeavouring 
to  denationalize  them. 

East  Prussia  contains  besides  Prussian  Masovia, 
the    districts    of    Ermeland,    taken    from    Poland 
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at  the  lime  of  the  first  partition.  The  Poles 
inliabil  tlie  southern  parts  of  this  kTrllory,  the 
Germans  the  northern,  and  botli  nationiilities 
belong   to    the    Roman   Catholic   Church. 

The  Poles  represent  a  little  over  17  per  cent, 
of  the  entire  population  of  East  Pinissia,  but  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that — the  province  being 
sparsely  populated — the  towns  tend  artificially  to 
lower  their  relative  numbers.  In  the  rural  districts 
the  proportion  of  the  Poles  is  nearly  62  per  cent., 
but  the  towns,  being  only  administrative  centres, 
have  an  almost  entirely  German  population, 
composed  mainly  of  Government  and  railway 
officials— with  their   families— the  garrisons,   etc. 

West  Prussia  has  retained  its  Polish  character 
in  a  much  higher  degree  than  the  last-named 
province,  although  here  as  elsewhere  the  Prussian 
authorities  have  spared  no  effort  to  weaken  the 
Polish  element.  Being  organized,  the  Poles  of  this 
province  were,  however,  able  to  offer  a  stronger 
resistance  to  Germanizing  influences  than  in  East 
Prussia,  and  in  spite  of  expropriations,  German 
colonization,  Prussian  school  politics,  prohibitions 
against  the  use  of  the  Polish  language,  etc.,  the 
percentage  of  the  Polish  population  is  increasing. 
The  relative  numbers  of  the  Germans,  on  the 
contrary,  are  declining,  in  consequence  of  the 
emigration  of  large  numbers  to  the  industrial 
western   districts  of  Germany. 

The    Poles    are    most   numerous   in    the   districts 
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adjoining  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  where  in  some 
parts  they  represent  about  80  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
population,  but  the  territories  with  a  Polish 
majority  (averaging  60  per  cent.)  stretch  right  up 
to  the  Baltic  Sea,  thus  linking  up  the  main  portion 
of  the  Polish  territories  with  the  coast. 

The  proportion  of  the  Polish  inhabitants  to  the 
entire  population  of  West  Prussia  is  35|  per  cent. 
In  this  province  the  towns  are  again  little  more 
than  administrative  centres,  and  as  the  Poles  are 
debarred  from  all  appointments  under  the  Govern- 
ment, on  the  railways,  etc.,  their  population  is 
almost   entirely    German. 

In  an  agricultural  comitry  like  West  Prussia  the 
factor  deciding  its  national  character  is,  however, 
the  rural  population,  and  of  this  about  50  per  cent, 
is   Polish. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  province,  bordering 
on  the  sea,  is  inhabited  by  the  Gassovians,  a  sturdy 
Polish  tribe  which  also  inhabits  a  portion  of  the 
adjoining  provinces  of  Pomerania.  These  speak  a 
dialect  of  their  own  which  is,  however,  undoubtedly 
of  Polish  origin,  although  some  German  scientists 
have  tried  to  prove  the  contrary.  That  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Gassovians  are  entirely  Polish  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  since  1871  they  have  never 
returned  any  other  than  Polish  deputies  to  the 
German  Parliament. 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  that,  for  the  Poles, 
the  elections  in  these  provinces  mean  a  desperate 
fight    for    self-preservation,    as    the    governmental 
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parties  employ  all  means  in  their  power  to 
incrense  their  own  voles  to  the  cieLriniunl  ol  the 
Poles.  They  do  not  recoil  even  from  such 
practices  as  omitting  names  from  the  lists  of  voters, 
cancelling  voles,  hindering  electioneering,  bringing 
Government  pressure  to  bear  on  the  voters,  etc. 

For  West  Prussia  its  separation  from  the  rest  of 
Pohuid  has  had  most  unlorlunate  results,  for 
whereas  in  former  times  all  Ihe  extensive  export 
trade  of  the  Commonwealth  passed  along  its  roads 
and  great  waterway— the  Vistula — the  province  now 
is  nothing  more  than  a  quiet,  out-of-the-way  corner 
on  the  outskirts  of  Prussia.  Danzig,  too,  once  a 
city  of  great  importance  as  the  granary  of  Europe, 
has  sunk  to  the  level  of  a  third-rate  seaport 
town. 

Silesia  fell  away  from  the  Commonwealth  as 
early  as  the  Middle  Ages,  when  the  upper  classes 
of  its  inhabitants  became  voluntarily  Germanized. 
At  that  time  large  numbers  of  German  settlers  took 
up  their  abode  in  this  province,  and  only  the 
population  of  the  districts  along  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Oder— especially  of  Upper  Silesia,  as  those 
on  its  right  bank  are  called— remained  Polish.  In 
spile  of  its  Polish  population  even  this  lerrilory 
was,  however,  not  Polish  from  an  intellectual  point 
of  view,  as  both  the  to\vns  and  the  seals  of  Ihe 
nobility  diffused   an   alien  civilization. 

The    development   of   the   mining    industry,    and 
introduction   of    compulsory    education    roused   the 
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rural  population  of  Upper  Silesia,  a  national 
revival  was  started,  relations  with  the  main  body, 
of  the  Polish  nation  were  re-established,  and  an 
intellectual  class  evolved.  At  present,  having 
founded,  besides,  a  national  Press,  the  people 
of  Upper  Silesia  are  developing  on  Polish 
lines. 

The  Poles  represent  57  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
population  of  Upper  Silesia  ;  the  remainder,  with 
the  exception  of  an  insignificant  number  of 
Bohemians,  being  German.  If,  however,  four 
districts  in  the  north-eastern  portion  of  the  regency 
— which  contain  only  isolated  Polish  parishes — are 
left  out  of  account,  the  proportion  of  the  Poles 
to  the  population  of  the  remaining  territories  is 
64  per  cent.  To  counterbalance  the  four  districts 
alluded  to,  large  numbers  of  Poles  are  to  be 
found  in  the  regency,  of  Breslau,  in  Central 
Silesia. 

As  the  Polish  population  of  Upper  Silesia  was 
formerl}^  in  a  considerably  greater  majority,  it 
might  appear  that  its  numbers  are  declining  ;  but 
that  is  not  the  case.  The  relative  decrease  is  due 
tio  the  influx  of  enormous  numbers  of  Germans, 
especially  to  the  mining  districts,  and  the 
discouragement — by  means  of  Jegislative  restrictions 
and  petty  molestations— of  the  immigration  of  Poles 
from    Galicia    and    the   Kingdom   of   Poland. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  Upper  Silesia  has  not 
lost  its  Polish  character,  and  the  national  move- 
ment has  made  such  good  progress  that  the  regency 
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is  now  considered  one  of  the  most  loyal  of  Polish 
territories. 

With  the  exception  of  one  small  dislricl,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  are  Protestants,  tlu"  popula- 
tion of  Upper  Silesia— Polish  and  German  alike — 
belongs  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


AUSTRIAN  POLAND 

Bordering  on  the  last-named  Prussian  province 
are  the  Polish  territories  belonging,  since  1815,  to 
Austria,  which  consist  of  Galicia  and  Austrian 
Silesia. 

Austrian  Silesia  is  one  of  the  Austrian  crown - 
lands,  which  means  that  in  all  local  matters  it 
is  self-governing.  This  would  be  very  advantageous 
to  the  Poles  if  they  constituted  the  entire  population  ; 
but  unfortunai-^ly  they  do  not.  The  province  is 
inhabited  by  three  different  nationalities :  Poles, 
Germans,  and  Bohemians,  and  consists,  ethno- 
graphically,  of  two  distinct  parts— a  Polish  and  a 
German  area. 

The  Poles  represent  61  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
population  in  the  Polish,  and  ^  per  cent,  in  the 
German  area  ;  the  Germans  and  Bohemians  15  and 
24  per  cent,  respectively  in  the  Polish,  79  and 
20  per  cent,  in  the  German  area. 

The  prevailing  religion  in  Austrian  Silesia  is  the 
Roman  Catholic,  the  Protestants  amounting  to  only 
about  23  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population  ;  but 
these    are     almost    exclusively     Poles— indeed    the 
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Reformed  Church  in  this  province  has  never  been 
anything    but    Polish. 

In  consequence  of  the  Polisii  territories  being 
united  with  the  German,  all  fjucstions  concerning 
them  arc  decided  l)y  the  German  parliamentaiy 
majority.  The  strength  of  the  Germans  is  further 
increased  by  the  Austrian  parliamentary  system, 
which  is  such  that  the  Germans,  who  represent 
45  per  cent,  of  tlie  entire  population,  elect  80  per 
cent,  of  the  deputies  representing  that  province  in 
Ihe  Austrian   Parliament. 

Appointments  under  the  Government  and  local 
authorities  are,  in  this  province,  given  almost 
exclusively  to  Germans  ;  the  greater  part  of  the 
land  is  owned  by  Germans  ;  and  every  effort  is 
made  to  oust  the  Poles. 

Not  only  the  Germans,  but  also  the  Bohemians 
in  the  Polish  districts  of  Austrian  Silesia,  wield 
a  power  which  is  out  of  proportion  to  their 
numbers.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  the  mining 
districts— the  richest  and  most  densely  poi)ulated 
parts  of  the  i)rovince— nearly  all  important  posts 
are  held  by  Bohemians,  who  also  almost  exclusively 
practise  the  learned  professions.  The  Bohemians, 
no  less  than  the  Germans,  make  every  effort  to 
obtain  control  of  the  communal  authorities,  schools, 
and   other    public   institutions. 

As  the  Poles  in  Austrian  Silesia  belong  entirely 
to  the  lower  classes— the  upper  classes,  here  as  in 
Prussian  Silesia,  having  become  Germanized  during 
the  Middle  Ages— they  have  had  a  hard  struggle  to 
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resist  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Germans  and 
Bohemians  to  denationalize  them.  They  have, 
however,  by  now  succeeded  in  overcoming  all 
difficulties  placed  in  their  way,  and  created  a  strong 
national  Press,  legal  self-defence  organizations, 
and  an  excellent  educational  system.  The  loss  of 
their  national  individuality  is  therefore  no  longer 
to  be  feared. 

By  far  the  most  extensive  of  the  Polish  territories 
under  Austrian  domination,  are  those  Which 
constitute  the  province  of  Galicia. 

In  this  portion  of  Poland  the  Poles  enjoy  more 
liberty  than  they  ai'e  allowed  in  any  other  ;  not 
onlj'^  have  they  here  two  Polish  universities  and 
Polish  schools,  but  all  official  appointments  are 
open  to  them,  and  Polish  is  the  official  language 
of  the  province.  The  army  also  is  Polish,  up  to  a 
certain  point,  as  the  Polish  conscripts  are  not  sent 
to  other  provinces  for  the  time  of  their  military 
service— as  is  the  case  in  the  Russian  and  Prussian 
parts  of  Poland— but  are  allotted  to  garrisons 
in  Galicia.  The  officers  are,  however,  mostly 
Austrians. 

Galicia  can  be  divided  into  two  areas — Western 
Galicia,  the  population  of  which  is  almost  entirely 
Polish,  and  Eastern  Galicia,  where  the  Ruthenians 
are  in  a  majority. 

Besides  these  two  nationalities  both  divisions  of 
the  province  contain  a  considerable  percentage  of 
Jews,  who  here,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  former 
Commonwealth,    must   be    regarded   as   a   separate 
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nationality.  They  speak,  among  tliemseives,  a 
language  oi'  their  own,'  have  their  own  schools, 
and  generally  lead  a  life  apart,  taking  no  share 
in  Polish  afYairs  except  in  so  far  as  they  touch 
purely  Jewish  interests.  The  enormous  numbers 
of  these  poor  Jews  who,  centuries  ago,  settled  down 
here  when  hunted  out  of  other  parts  of  Europe, 
and  have  to  this  day  retained  many  of  their 
mediaeval  customs  and  superstitions,  are  a 
peculiarity  of   Poland. 

The  majority  of  the  educated  Jews,  however, 
consider  themselves  Poles  and  take  an  active 
share  in  all  national  affairs.  IMany  of  these 
assimilated  Jews  have  risen  to  the  highest  positions 
in  commercial,  industrial,  and  professional  life,  and 
their  numbers   are  constantly  increasing. 

In  Western  Galicia  the  population  is  almost 
entirely  Polish,  as  the  Poles,  who  have  increased 
by  very  nearly  2  per  cent,  during  the  last  thirty 
years,  represent  about  90  per  cent,  of  the  total 
numbers.  The  Ruthenians  amount  to  aijout  2^ 
per  cent.,  and  the  rest  of  the  population— after 
deducting  about  I  per  cent,  of  Germans— consists 
of  unassimilated  Jews    (about   G]-  per  cent.). 

Whereas  the  percentage  of  the  Ruthenians 
remains  stationary,  and  the  Germans  are  decreas- 
ing—not only  relatively  but  in  actual  numbei-s- 
the  Poles  are  increasing  both  numerically  and 
relatively. 
'  "  Yiddish,"  a  sort  of  corrupt  German  mixed  with  Hebrew. 
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Most  of  the  Ruthenians  inhabit  the  eastern  parts 
of  Western  Galicia,  and  the  mountainous  districts 
bordering  on  Hungary,  where  their  numbers  amount 
in  some  parts  to  25  per  cent,  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion. 

The  majority  of  the  Jews  inhabit  the  towns, 
where  also  most  of  the  German  inhabitants  of  the 
province   are   to   be   found. 

In  Eastern  Galicia  the  nationalities  are  very 
mixed,  for  although  on  the  whole  the  Ruthenians 
predominate,  there  are  districts  in  which  the  Poles 
are  in  a  decided  majority.  Generally  speaking  the 
western  districts  are  more  Polish  and  the  eastern 
more  Ruthenian,  but  the  latter  nationality  nowhere 
represents  more  than  80  per  cent,  of  the  local 
population.  The  Poles,  on  the  other  hand,  whose 
numbers  amount  to  about  35  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
population  of  Eastern  Galicia,  represent  in  some 
parts  of  the  western  districts  of  the  province  as 
much  as  88  per  cent.  They  are  also  very  numerous 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lemberg,  where  their 
numbers  amount  to  85  per  cent.,  and,  still  farther 
east,  in  the  exceedingly  fertile  districts  of  Galician 
Podolia.  Here,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tarnopol, 
Skalat,  and  Trembovla,  the  Poles  represent  52  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  population  of  these  districts, 
and  the  proportion  is  not  much  lower  in  other 
parts    of    this    territory. 

The  Jews  are  more  numerous  in  Eastern  Galicia 
than    in    the    western    portion    of    the    province, 
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represcMiling  ;ih(nil  12  per  ceiiL  oT  tlu'  entire 
population  ;  but  this  figure  inclurles  the  assimilated 
minority  who,  from  the  point  of  view  of  nationality, 
must   be   regarded    as    Poles. 

The  nineteenth  century  saw  a  revival  of  the 
national  spirit  among  the  Ruthenians  who  had, 
through  the  poj)ularization  of  education,  evolved 
an   inlelleclual    class   of   their   own. 

Unfortunately  the  Ruthenian  national  movement 
is  too  young  for  its  adherents  to  have  a  well- 
defined  programme.  One  section  claims  Eastern 
Galicia  exclusively  for  the  Ruthenians,  and  has 
in  some  instances— encouraged  by  the  Austrian 
Government— taken  up  a  hostile  attitude  towards 
the   Poles. 

Another  section  of  the  Ruthenian  population 
desires  union  with  Russia.  This  section  has  com- 
paratively very  few  adherents,  and  its  ambition  is 
not  likely  to  be  realized,  as  the  majority  of  the 
Ruthenians  are  strongly  opposed  to  the  idea  on 
religious  grounds. 

The  Rutheniims  of  Galicia  are  nearly  all  Unials, 
i.e.  members  of  that  portion  of  the  Greek  Church 
which  in  1595  becajne  united  with  the  See  of  Rome. 
A  very  small  proportion  (003  per  cent.)  belong 
to  the  independent  Greek  communion,  or  Eastern 
Church,  which  must  not  be  confounded  with  tlie 
Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

There  is,  from  a  national  point  of  view,  a  certain 
resemblance  between  Silesia  and  Eastern  Galicia, 
as  the  Ruthenians  in  the  latter  province— like  the 
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Poles  in  the  former— belong  almost  exclusively  to 
the  rural,  intellectually  and  materially  less  favoured 
portion  of  the  population. 

The  Ruthenians  are  of  higher  stature  than  the 
Poles  and  have  somewhat  darker  hair  and  eyes, 
which  does  not  mean,  however,  that  they  are  dark- 
complexioned.  On  the  contrary,  the  light  type  is 
in  a  slight  majority  ;  very  dark  people  are  rare 
among  both  Poles  and  Ruthenians. 


RUSSIAN    POLAND 

The  Polish  territories  which  form  part  of  the 
Russian  Possessions  consist  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Poland  (a  name  created  in  1815),  Lithuania, 
Volhynia,  Podolia,  and  the  Ukraina. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  are  of  Polish  nationality  ;  but  besides 
this  principal  national  group  there  are  five 
others,  namely  :  the  Lithuanian,  Jewish,  German, 
Ruthenian,   and  Russian  groups. 

Classified  according  to  religion  the  population 
falls  into  four  groups  :  the  great  Roman  Catholic 
majority,  the  comparatively  small  Jewish  group, 
and  the  insignificant  Protestant  and  Russian 
Orthodox  groups. 

The  majority  of  the  Poles  belong  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith,  as  also  do  the  Lithuanians— the  latter 
almost  without  exception,  although  a  small  number 
are  to    this   day  Mohammedans. 

To  the  Russian  Orthodox  faith  belong  the 
Russians  and  Ruthenians  ;  the  latter  only  since 
1875  when  the  Uniat  Church,  of  which  they  were 
members,  was  abolished  by  the  Government,  and  its 
adherents  enrolled,  against  their  will,  as  members 
of   the   Orthodox   Church.     Since   the   publication, 
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in  1905,  of  the  ukase  granting  religious  freedom 
to  all  Russian  subjects,  large  numbers  of  the 
Ruthenians  have  joined  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  Germans  in  the  Kingdom  are  nearly  all 
Protestants,  the  Catholics  among  them  forming  a 
small  minority.  Among  the  Protestants  are  also 
to  be  found  a  good  many  Poles,  and  still  more 
among  the  Jews,  of  whom  considerable  numbers 
have  become  assimilated— at  least  as  far  as  language 
is  concerned.  A  small  percentage  of  Poles  is  to 
be  found  even  among  the  members  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church. 

The  only  census  taken  in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland 
on  modern  lines  was  the  census  of  1897,  and  that, 
being  a  first  attempt,  could  not  in  any  case  have 
given  unassailable  results.  They  were  made  the 
more  unreliable  by  the  fact  that  the  census  was  not 
by  any  means  carried  out  on  impartial  lines,  the 
tendency  being,  on  the  contrary,  to  make  the 
numbers  of  the  Poles  appear  as  small  as  possible. 

A  proof  of  the  unreliability  of  the  figures 
obtained,  with  regard  to  nationality,  is  the  fact 
that  the  numbers  of  the  Roman  Catholics  coincide 
with  the  total  numbers  of  Poles  and  Lithuanians. 
In  reality  the  Poles  are  much  more  numerous,  as 
large  numbers  are  members  of  other  religious 
communities.  These  would,  however,  appear  to 
have  been  classified  as  Germans  if  they  were 
Protestants,  Jews  if  they  professed  the  Jewish  faith, 
and  Ruthenians  or  Russians  if  they  belonged  to 
the  Russian  Church.    Even  the  Catholic  Poles  were 
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not  all  classified  as  such,  a  considerable  proportion 
appearing  as   Litliuanians. 

Such  a  system  of  classification  would  naturally 
tend  to  lower  the  Polish  majority,  which  is  still 
further  decreased  by  the  inclusion  of  the  militai-y 
population.  As  the  garrisons  are  composed  entirely 
of  men  from  non-Polish  districts,  whilst  the  Poles 
are  sent  to  Russia  for  the  time  of  their  military 
service,  the  relative  numbers  of  the  Poles  are  thus 
twice  reduced. 

The  latest  figures  obtainable  on  the  population 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  are  those  issued  by 
the  Warsaw  Statistical  Committee  for  1913, 
according  to  which,  after  deducting  the  garrisons, 
the  proportions  of  the  various  religious  communi- 
ties to  the  entire  population  were  as  follows : 
Roman  Catholics  76  per  cent.^  Jews  15  per  cent., 
Protestants  53  per  cent..  Orthodox  3- 7  per  cent. 
These    figures    are,    however,   not   quite   reliable. 

According  to  the  calculations  of  the  best 
authorities,  the  various  nationalities  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Poland  were  in  1910  represented  in  the  following 
proportions:  Poles  80  per  cent.,  Jews  11  per  cent., 
Germans  1  per  cent.,  Lithuanians  23  per  cent., 
Ruthenians    2   per  cent.,   Russians   07   per  cent. 

The  Ruthenian  population  of  the  Kingdom  is  to 
be  found  mainly  in  the  districts  of  the  governments 
of  Lublin  and  Siedltse  bordering  on  Volhynia. 
These  districts  have  of  recent  years  been  incor- 
porated in  the  newly  iornied  government  of 
Chelm. 
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The  Lithuanians  inhabit  the  northern  portion  of 
the  government  of  Suvalki— the  north-eastern  part 
of  the  Kingdom.  This  territory  stretches  along  the 
left  bank  of  the  Niemen  to  within  no  great  distance 
of  the  sea,  and  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
Prussian  districts  situated  on  that  river  are  also 
inhabited   by    Lithuanians. 

Considerable  numbers  of  German  settlers  are  to 
be  found  in  the  governments  of  Suvalki  and  Chelm, 
amounting  in  the  former  to  about  5J  per  cent,  of 
the  entire  population.  In  the  government  of  Chelm 
the  Germans  are,  with  few  exceptions,  all  to  be 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  that  name, 
where  they  represent  about  12|  per  cent,  of  the 
inhabitants.  Besides  in  the  governments  mentioned, 
considerable  numbers  of  Germans  are  to  be  found 
in  those  of  Plotsk,  Warsaw,  Kalish,  and  Piotrkov. 
In  the  district  of  Lodz  (in  the  last-named  govern- 
ment) the  numbers  of  tlie  Germans  amount  to  as 
much  as  26  per  cent,  of  the  local  population. 

The  Jews  arc  most  numerous  in  the  city  of 
Warsaw,  where  they  represent  nearly  37  per  cent, 
of  the  inhabitants,  although  their  numbers  for  the 
whole  government  of  Wai'saw  do  not  amount  to 
more  than  114  per  cent.  In  proportion  to  the 
population  of  the  whole  province  the  Jews  are  most 
numerous  in  the  governments  of  Lomza,  Siedltse, 
and  Piotrkov,  where  they  represent  on  an  average 
about  IG  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population.  The 
largest  proportion  of  Jews  is  to  be  found  in  the 
small     provincial     towns,     where     their     numbers 
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amount  to  45  per  cent,  of  llie  total  number  of 
inhabitants. 

The  Jewish  population  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland 
—and  more  especially  of  Warsaw — has  greatly 
increased  of  recent  years  in  consequence  of  the 
expulsion  of  great  numbers  of  Jews  from  Russia. 
Besides  this  economic  conditions  have  forced  a  great 
many  Jews  to  emigrate  from  Lithuania,  and  the 
majority  of  these  too  have  settled  down  in  Poland, 
chielly   in   Warsaw. 

The  influx  of  great  numbers  of  a  foreign  element, 
with  alien  sympathies  and  ideals,  could  not  fail 
to  have  unpleasant  results,  and  has  led  to  Polono- 
Jewish  conflicts. 

The  Russians  in  Poland  are  not  only  an 
immigrant,  but  also,  for  the  greater  pai't,  a 
migratory  population,  consisting  chiefly  of  Govern- 
ment officials  of  all  classes,  with  their  families  ;  the 
families  of  the  military ;  and  representatives  of 
Russian  business  firms.  For  the  higher  officials 
service  in  Poland  is  merely  a  step  to  promotion 
in  the  officiiil  hierarchy  of  the  empire,  but  for  all 
it  means  a  better  income,  as  Government  officials 
"  of  Russian  origin  "  receive,  when  serving  in 
Poland,  coniparalively  large  allowances  in  addition 
to  their  saku'ies. 

The  population  of  Lithuania  consists  of 
Poles,  Lithuanians,  Ruthenians,  White-Ruthenians, 
Russiims,    Letts,    and    Jews. 

This  province  was  among  the  first  of  the  Polish 
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territories  to  be  detached  from  the  Commonwealth, 
and  it  is  here  that  the  Polish  nation  has  suffered 
the  greatest  losses. 

The  civilization  of  Lithuania  is  Polish,  and  the 
Poles  formerly  constituted  a  very  large  and  impor- 
tant part  of  the  population  ;  but  their  numbers 
have  been  greatly  reduced  by  the  abolition  of  the 
Uniat  Church,  and  in  consequence  of  the  deporta- 
tion of  great  numbers  of  Poles,  and  confiscation 
of  Polish  territory,  after  the  insurrection  of  1863. 
Everything  Polish  was  then  banned,  Polish  schools, 
theatres,  the  Press,  and  even  shop  signs  were 
suppressed,  and  the  use  of  the  Polish  language 
prohibited. 

In  Lithuania  it  is  even  more  difficult  than  in 
the  Kingdom  to  obtain  accurate  statistical  infor- 
mation regarding  the  nationalities  of  the  population, 
as  even  the  official  figures  of  the  various 
Government  departments  vary  considerably.  For 
instance,  whereas  the  Orthodox  population  of  Vilno, 
according  to  the  census  returns,  numbered  14,312 
in  1897,  the  official  figure  for  1909  was  27,619, 
by  which  it  would  appear  that  this  section  of  the 
population  of  Vilno  had,  in  the  short  time  of  twelve 
years,  nearly  doubled.  The  Consistory  of  the 
Orthodox  Church,  on  the  other  hand,  which  surely 
is  the  best  authority  on  the  subject,  gave  the 
numbers  for  1909  as  amounting  to  6,522,  including 
361  members  of  the  Old-Orthodox  faith— an  inde- 
pendent   sect. 

Another  illustration  of  the  unreliability  of  official 
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figures  is  the  district  of  Sokol,  which  borders  on 
the  Kingdom  and  is  undoubtedly,  ethnographicnily, 
Polish  territory.  According  to  tlie  census  of  1897 
the  Polish  population  of  this  district  numbered, 
at  that  time,  1,273  souls,  and  for  1909  the  official 
figure  was  1,047,  but  a  petition  presented  m  1905 
to  Count  Witte  by  the  Polish  inhabitants  of  the 
district  contained   11,653  signatures. 

The  above  example  suffices  to  show  that  the 
majority  of  the  Poles  must,  in  the  official  statistics, 
have  been  classified  among  other  nationalities,  and 
the  statistics  on  religions  give  some  indication  where 
to  look  for  them. 

According  to  calculations  based  on  information 
drawn  from  various  official  sources,  the  proportion 
of  Poles  to  the  entire  population  in  the  governments 
of  Lithuania  was,  in  1909,  as  follows  :  Kovno,  8 
per  cent.,  Vilno  17"  1  per  cent.,  Grodno  253  per 
cent.,  Minsk  84  per  cent.,  Vitebsk  79  per  cent.^ 
Mohilev  33  per  cent.  These  figures  appear  in 
many  instances  to  be  considerably  below  the  real 
percentage  ;  according  to  the  calculations  of  Polish 
statisticians  the  Poles  in  the  government  of  Kovno, 
for  instance,  actually  represented  114  per  cent,  of 
the   entire    po[)ulation. 

In  one-h:df  the  districts  of  Lithuania  the  Poles 
are  more  numerous  than  any  of  the  other  nation- 
alities inhabiting  them — in  a  few  cases  representing 
as  mucti  as  71  per  cent,  of  the  local  population— 
and  in  all  portions  of  the  territory  they  constitute 
an  important  section. 
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The  Lithuanians  represent  above  46  per  cent, 
of  the  entire  population  of  Lithuania,  and  are  most 
numerous  in  the  government  of  Kovno  where  their 
numbers  amount  to  66  per  cent.  Considerable 
numbers  of  Lithuanians  are  also  to  be  found  in 
the  neighbouring  province  of  Courland,  and  in  East 
Prussia. 

The  majority  of  the  White-Ruthenians  inhabit  the 
governments  of  Minsk  and  Mohilev,  and  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Vitebsk  government,  where  they  consti- 
tute about  66  per  cent,  of  the  population.  These 
districts  are  very  thinly  populated— especially 
Polesia— the  soil  being  poor,  and  the  climatic  condi- 
tions unfavourable  to  its  cultivation  on  an  extensive 
scale.  The  inhabitants  are  in  a  very  backward 
state  of  civilization,  only  17  per  cent,  being  able 
to  read  or  write.  The  proportion  of  the  White- 
Ruthenians  to  the  entire  population  of  Lithuania  is 
43  per   cent. 

The  Letts  inhabit  the  western  portion  of  the 
government  of  Vitebsk  (Polish  Livonia)  and  the 
eastern  part  of  Courland.  They  differ  from  the 
other  Letts  who  inhabit  the  rest  of  Courland  and 
the  formerly  Swedish  part  of  Livonia  (with  whom 
they  have  little  intercourse)  in  that  they  are  Roman 
Catholics.  These  Lithuanian  Letts  call  themselves 
Lathgolians  ;  they  have  a  local  dialect,  use  Roman 
characters  in  writing— whereas  the  other  Letts, 
having  come  completely  under  German  influence, 
employ  German  characters— and  make  use  of  the 
Polish  language  in  their  prayers.     The  Lathgolians 
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represent  about  18  per  eeiiL  of  tlic  entire  popula- 
tion of  the  (listriels  they  inliahit,  and  al)()ut  18  per 
cent,  of  tiie  population  of  the  government  of  Vitebsk. 

The  Jews  in  Lithuania  amount  to  about  11  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  population,  and  are  to  be  found 
in  all  parts  of  the  province,  chielly  in  the  towns. 
In  consequence  of  unfavourable  economic  condi- 
tions large  numbers  of  Jews  emigrate,  some  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland,  the  majority  to  America,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  small  towns  in 
Lithuania  maintain  themselves  almost  entirely  on 
the  money  sent  them  by  the  emigrants. 

The  Mohammedans  number  altogether  only  al)out 
10,000,  or  0  09  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population  of 
Lithuania.  They  are  descended  from  Tartars  who, 
invited  in  the  Middle  Ages  by  tiie  Grand  Duke  Witold 
to  assist  him  in  his  wars  with  the  German  knights, 
afterwards  settled  down  here.  They  intermarried 
with  the  local  inhabitants,  and  the  members  of 
the  upper  classes  among  them  adopted  the  Polish 
language  and  became  loyal  Poles.  The  others 
adopted  either  the  Lithuanian  or  Ruthenian  tongue, 
according  to  the  district  in  which  they  settled  down. 

In  physical  proportions  the  Letts  greatly, 
resemble  the  Poles,  but  they  have  darker  hair  and 
eyes— the  latter  frequently  being  greenish  in  colour. 
The  Lithuanians  are  somewhat  taller  than  the  Letts, 
ankl  the  majority  are  fair-haired  and  have  light 
blue  or  grey  eyes,  in  which  respect  they  resemble 
the  Poles.  The  Mohanmiedans  are  shorter  and 
of    slighter    build    than    the    other    inhabitants    of 
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Lithuania,     and     they     are     also     of     a     darker 
complexion. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  populous  provinces  of 
VoLHYNiA,  PoDOLiA,  and  the  Ukrain a— famous  for 
the  fertility  of  their  soil— are  engaged  mostly  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  three-fourths  of  the  population 
J)eing  either  landowners  or  peasants. 

The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  provinces 
are  Ruthenians,  but  they  owe  their  development 
in  a  great  measure  to  the  Poles.  The  latter  have 
here  played  a  similar  part  to  that  of  the  Swedes 
in  Finland,  having  organized  the  country  politically, 
economically,  and  socially.  The  influence  of  the 
Poles  is  therefore  not  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  although  these  are  by  no  means  incon- 
siderable. 

The  Ruthenians  still  apply  the  name  "  Poland  " 
to  all  the  territories  west  of  the  Dnieper,  and 
consider  the  Poles  as  children  of  the  soil  equally 
with  themselves.  Their  favourite  formula  to  define 
their  ovm.  nationality  was  "  gente  Ruthenus,  natione 
Polonus." 

Notwithstanding  the  length  of  time  (120  years) 
that  Volhynia,  Podolia,  and  the  Ukraina  have  been 
separated  from  Poland,  all  efforts  to  efface  their 
Polish  character  have  been  in  vain.  Even  the 
confiscation,  on  a  large  scale,  of  Polish  property, 
and  deportation  of  great  numbers  of  Poles  after 
the  revolutions  of  1831  and  1863,  have  not  been 
able  to  effect  that  aim. 
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Tlie  numbers  of  the  Poles  constitute  about  7^ 
per  cenL  of  the  population  of  these  provinces,  and 
I  hey  are  most  numerous  in  Volliynia,  where  they 
represent  10^  per  cent.  The  majority  are  landed 
proprietors,  owning  in  some  districts  as  much  as 
90  per  cent,  of  the  areas  covered  by  the  large 
estates,  and  representing  a  very  valuable  clement, 
as  they,  are  very  progressive,  and  introduce  all  the 
latest  agricultural   improvements  into  the  country. 

Of  the  whole  area  covered  by,  the  nine  govern- 
ments of  Lithuania  and  Ruthenia  47  per  cent, 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Poles.  A  good  many 
Poles  are  to  be  found  too  among  tlic  peasantry, 
especially  in  the  districts  bordering  on  Galicia  (and 
in  northern  Podolia  gcnerall^O  as  well  as  in 
.Volhynia.  ISIany  of  these  Polish  peasants  are  the 
descendants  of  nobles  who  were  degraded  after  the 
revolution  of  183L 

The  Poles  also  form  an  important  section  of 
the  urban  population  of  these  provinces— as  they 
represent  the  intellectual  clement— but  the  bulk  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  is  composed  of  Jews, 
who  amount  to  nearly  13  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Volhynia,  Podolia,  and  the  Ukraina. 

The  towns,  being  the  admhiislrative  centres  of 
the  Russian  authorities,  also  contain  the  gi'cater 
part  of  the  Russian  population  of  these  provmccs— 
consisting,    again,   mostly   of  Government  officials. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing,  the  territories 
formerly  constituting  the  Commonwealth  of  Poland 
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